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The Water Well... the Gate to the World Beneath in the Al-Jahelia 
(Pre-Islamic Era) Poetry 


Ihsan Al-Deek* 


ABSTRACT 


This research endeavors to uncover the causes behind the water well being holy in the imagination of Al- 
Jahelia (pre-Islamic era). Such a stature did not stem from being the only source of water for Arabs and their 
survival, but rather from its ties to death, soul and grave, and its communication with the grave verbally and 
non-verbally (visionally). The well was perceived as the gate to the world beneath, to death, and to the origin 
of the genesis, which existed from water, and from which human beings will be recreated. 
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